Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 04387 061121Z 
53 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SAM-01 10-10 

OMB-01 ACDA-05 /074W 

024572 

R 061046Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5142 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
DIA WASHDC 
USCINCEUR 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 4387 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, IZ 

SUBJ: MORE ON IMPROVEMENT IN SYRIAN-IRAQI TIES 
REF: DAMASCUS 4107 

1. RELIABLE SOURCE TOLD US OCT 28 THAT PARTICIPANT 
IN TALKS ASAD CONDUCTED WITH DELEGATES ATTENDING 
DAMASCUS CONFERENCE OF ARAB FRONT PARTICIPATING IN 
PALESTINE REVOLUTION (DAMASCUS 4179) REPORTED ASAD 
DIRECTLY REFERRED TO IMPROVEMENT IN SYRIAN-IRAQI 
TIES. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, ASAD STATED, M I AM ARAB 
BEFORE I AM BAATHI OR SYRIAN. PRESIDENT BAKR IS ARAB 
BEFORE HE IS BAATHI OR IRAQI. WE ARE BROTHERS. I AM 
OPEN TO IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES." SOURCE REPORTED IRAQI DELEGATION 
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PRESENT WHEN ASAD DELIVERED HIS REMARKS. 
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2. ANOTHER SYRIAN SOURCE REPORTED TO US OCT 28 
THAT SYRIAN TRAVELLERS TRANSITING IRAQ FROM GULF 
COUNTRIES HAVE FOUND POSITIVE CHANGE IN TREATMENT 
THEY RECEIVING FROM IRAQI OFFICIALS THEY DEAL WITH. 

3. THIRD SOURCE, SYRIAN JOURNALIST. TOLD US THAT 
IRAQI TROOPS PREPARED ONCE AGAIN TO AID SYRIA IN EVENT 
OF OUTBREAK OF RENEWED ROUND OF FIGHTING WITH ISRAEL. 

4. CHECK INTO STATUS OF IRAQI AIRLINES OFFICE AFTER- 
NOON NOV 5 REVEALED IT STILL CLOSED. SYRIAN AIRLINES 
HAS RESUMED FLIGHTS TO BAGHDAD, HOWEVER, ON THREE- 
DA YS-PER- WEEK BAIS. 

5. BEIRUT DAILY AN-NAHAR REPORTED NOV 4 THAT ACCORDING 
TO KUWAITI MAGAZINE AL-YAQZA A SENIOR SYRIAN OFFICIAL 
WOULD SOON VISIT BAGHDAD. 

6. COMMENT. DESPITE LACK OF IRAQI RESPONSIVENESS, 

SARG STILL MAKING CLEAR THAT AS FAR AS IT IS CONCERNED 
RECENT DISPUTE SHOULD BE BURIED IN LARGER INTEREST OF 
INTER-ARAB COOPERATION. 
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